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Representing the population: Five themes (tasks) 

• 2.1 Mapping the use of population registers as sampling 
frames in Europe 

• 2.2 Using administrative data to correct nonresponse bias  

• 2.3 Weighting for complex survey designs 

• 2.4 Handling item non-response 

• 2.5 Including the institutional population in surveys of the 
European population 
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The use of sampling frames   
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Basis: Published overviews of population registers 
CR: centralized register; LR: local registers; No: No registers available; - : not included  

Redfern, 

1989 
Eurostat, 1997 

Krabina et al., 

2005 

Poulain and 

Herm, 2013 

Austria - - CR CR 

Belgium CR - LR CR 

Bulgaria - LR CR CR 

Croatia - CR - - 

Cyprus - - - Local civil registers 

Czech Republic - CR CR CR 

Denmark CR - CR CR 

Estonia - CR(regional level) CR CR 

Finland CR - CR CR 

France CR* No No No 

Germany LR (West) - LR 
LR, CR in some 

regions, CR of 

foreigners 

Greece LR No No Local civil register 
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Basis: Published overviews of population registers 

 
• But: can these registers in practice be used for survey 

sampling? 
• Lack of publications 

 
• Ask the sampling experts in the field: Country teams! 

• Electronic questionnaire 
• Sent by email to country teams of ESS, EVS, GGP, SHARE 
• Official invitation letter signed by director 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



6 This project has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon 2020 

research and innovation programme under grant agreement No 654221. 

www.seriss.eu 

@SERISS_EU 

 

The expert survey across countries and surveys  

• Questions: 
o Type of sampling frame used, and sampling unit 
o Name and type of register used 
o Responsible authority 
o Accessibility  
o Auxiliary variables in register 
o Other sources of auxiliary variables 
o Problems 
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Invitation and participation of countries  

ESS EVS GGP SHARE 

Invited N 25 43 15 20 

Completed N 21 33 10 19 

Countries AT, BE, CH, CZ, 

DE, EE, ES, FI, 

FR, GB, HU, IE, 

IL, IS, LT, NL, NO, 

PL, RU, SE, SL 

BE, BG, CH, CY, 

CZ, DE, DK, EE, 

ES, FI, FR, GB, 

GE, GR, HR, HU, 

IE, IS, IT, LT, LU, 

ME, MK, MT, 

NL, PL, PT, RO, 

RS, RU, SE, SK, 

UA  

AT, CZ, DE, EE, 

FR, HU, IT, NL, 

NO, SE 

AT, BE, CH, DK, 

DE, EE, ES, ES-gi, 

FR, GR, HR, IL, 

IT, LU, NL, PL, 

PT, SE, SI   
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Types of sampling frames used 

• Population or (local) civil registers, electoral register, health 
insurance register and other register covering the population.  

• No use of telephone register reported 
• 31 x geographical listing, a random route procedure or other 

 
• Large documentation table across studies and countries 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

ESS EVS GGP SHARE Total 

Popn register 14 8 7 13 41 

Other register 0 4 0 5 9 

Other method 7 20 3 1 31 
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Auxiliary variables available in sampling frames 

• Socio-demographic characteristics 
• Household characteristics 
• Neighbourhood characteristics 

 
• Second documentation table across studies and countries 
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Which country teams use 

a population register? 

All four studies in Sweden. In Belgium, Denmark, Hungary, 
Iceland, Israel, Norway, Slovenia, Spain-Girona, and Switzerland: 
all of those that participated 
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Which country teams use 

a population register? 

Mixed frame use: Austria, Estonia, Germany, Netherlands, Spain, 
Czech Republic, Finland, France, Italy, Luxembourg, and Poland 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Study teams can profit 
from each other’s 
experience here 
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Which country teams use 

the same register? 

Same register in two or more studies:  Austria, Belgium, Denmark, 
Estonia, France, Germany, Hungary, Iceland, Israel, Italy, 
Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Spain, Sweden 
and Switzerland. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

possibility to jointly build 
and share sampling frames  
here 
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In 10 countries not used! Bulgaria, Cyprus, Czech Republic, 
Greece, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Romania and 
Slovakia  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Where is the published 

register used? Joint effort to improve 
accessibility here? 
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No known population register (central nor local): (France), Ireland, 
Macedonia, Portugal, UK. Not considered: Georgia, Montenegro, 
Serbia Republic, Ukraine, Russian Federation 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Which countries have no 

published register 
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Who has access to 

the used registers? 

0 20 40 60 80 100

Universities and affiliates

Non-commercial research
institutes and affiliates

Statistical office(s)

Commercial survey
organisations

Commercial marketers

Other

Affiliations reported to have access (in %) 

ESS EVS GGP SHARE
Sample Size: ESS=13, EVS=12, GGP=7, SHARE=18 

Stimulate sampling 
by university 
teams instead of 
by agencies? 
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Discussion: Synergy and improvements in sampling  

• Study teams in one country can profit from each other’s 
experience if one uses a register and the other not 

• Jointly build and share sampling frames where we all use the 
same register  

• Sampling by university teams instead of by agencies  

• Is register based sampling the ideal? 

• Joint effort to improve the quality of alternative sampling in 
countries having no register  
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