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Good Guidelines Never Go 
Begging 

• Data Harmonization 
• Common theme in social science cross-

cultural survey research but relatively 
new in the other sciences 

• Increased emphasis placed on data 
sharing has encouraged researchers in all 
fields to consider new approaches to 
facilitate collaborations 

• What role has this CCSG guideline played 
in this new environment? 

 



Recent Examples of  
Harmonization with Health Data 

• One closely related to the survey 
focus of the guideline: Profiles of 
public health agencies in the U.S. 

• Sponsored by the Robert Wood Johnson 
Foundation 

• One more complex related to 
developing best practices to study 
the development and progression of 
chronic diseases 

• International effort; grant sponsored 

 





Harmonization Collaborators 

• Support specific methods and 
development of software for data 
harmonization and integration 











Procedures used to develop 
harmonization guidelines for this 

research community 

• Literature review/environmental scan 
including CCSG guideline 

• Phone survey of existing methods 
and tools 

• Series of meetings with experts 

• Case studies testing proposed 
harmonization guidelines 



Goals and Limitations of 
Harmonization 

• Importance of meta-analyses 
involving large amounts of individual 
participant data 

• Importance of harmonizing collection 
and management of bio-samples 
across biobanking studies 

• OUTPUT = ‘RETROSPECTIVE” 
HARMONIZATION 



Why Output Harmonization? 

• Implementing compatible protocols 
often not possible or desirable 

• Health science investigators believe that 
evidence obtained through using 
different designs and measures is 
superior to repeating identical protocols 

• Study-specific data collection methods 
sometimes required for technical and 
scientific reasons 

• Impossible to predict harmonization 
potential at start of project 



But still only one factor in the 
total harmonization process 

Harmonization is a generic term for procedures 
used predominantly in official statistics that aim 
at achieving, or at least improving, the 
comparability of different surveys and measures 
collected. The term is closely related to that of 
standardization (see Sample Design and 
Questionnaire Design). Harmonizing procedures 
may be applied in any part of the survey life 
cycle, such as study design, choice of indicators, 
question wording, translation, adaptation, 
questionnaire designs, sampling, field work, data 
coding, data editing, or documentation.  

 



 

 

THE FUTURE OF 
HARMONIZATION 




