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The New Landscape 
• Specially designed and constructed web portals to download 

core data files and “codebooks” providing: 

– Multiple paths and strategies to engage with all the 
materials necessary to work effectively with comparative 
data 

– The ability to subset the data and retrieve the relevant 
documentation 

– Online analysis, compare questions and responses across 
countries and/or time periods 

– An assessment of the value of any harmonized variables 
that may have been produced and their relation to the 
original questions 

– Immediate access to training resources and other aids to 
understand how to analyze the data properly   

 



The Challenge 

• For well funded portals: how to create archival 
versions of all materials while maintaining the 
connections between their essential elements 

• For less well funded portals: usually created 
with funds awarded in original grant proposals 
but with no real expectation of continued 
funding to support them 

– An immediate need, when funding is no longer 
available, to make the transition from a web 
dissemination environment to one that will 
enhance long-term preservation  

 





















SUMMARY 

• All web portals are different 

• Careful analysis needed to determine what to 
preserve and what not to preserve 

• Preserve all meaningful content 

• Use well-known formats when extracting 
information 

• Maintain relationships as much as possible 
between variables and other materials 

• Obtain more funds! 


